
   It is with sadness that we announce the passing of Edwin Devereaux on the 11th June at the age 89. 
Edwin Devereaux was a normal, everyday Australian who became a leader, a statesman and ar-
rived at legend status. It was in his retirement years that he, Brian O’Reilly and John Cice record-
ed the history of Chiropractic education in Australia in a book titled Pathway to a Profession Chi-
ropractic in Australia, from Sydney College of Chiropractic (SCC) to Macquarie University (MU). 
   In his early working life, Ed was engaged as an organiser for one of the largest trade unions in Australia, 
which he represented at the NSW Trades and Labour Council.  Politics was his interest, having made many 
connections with political leaders at the time, both state and federal. Ed in 1969 whilst still a student, assisted 
in the preparation and support of the motion recommending the establishment of an inquiry into chiroprac-
tic to the NSW branch of the Australian Labor Party. The motion was carried and The Teece Inquiry was initiat-
ed. Furthermore, on the establishment of the Whitlam Labor Government, Ed obtained support from lead-
ing members of the Federal Government for a motion to be put to the Annual Conference of the Labor Party 
for an inquiry into chiropractic and osteopathy. The motion was carried and the Federal Webb Inquiry initiated.   
   Ed’s interest in physical therapy came from his athleticism which led him to the study of natural thera-
pies at the Academy of Natural Healing, and later at the Sydney College of Chiropractic and Osteopathy, Ash-
field. Upon graduation in 1971, Ed established a very successful practice attending to numerous patients, and 
a myriad of sportspersons of the various sporting codes, including the Paramatta Eels. At that time, he start-
ed teaching at the Sydney College of Chiropractic. From 1977 he became a director of the Sydney College of 
Chiropractic Council and soon after its Chairman. He also was a member of the NSW Chiropractors and 
Osteopaths Registration Board since its inception in 1979 and President of that Board from 1991 to 2000.  
     In the history of Chiropractic profession in Australia, Ed Devereaux was integral in unifying state associations into 
one federal body, namely the Australian Federation of Chiropractors which soon after amalgamated with the United 
Chiropractors Association of Australasia (UCAA). Ed went on to become the President of UCAA from 1975 to 1990. 
He guided the Australian trained chiropractors through the ropes of standardisation, legislation, and recognition.
It was in 1990 that the great amalgamation of the UCAA and the Australian Chiropractors Association 
(ACA) occurred to become known as the Chiropractors Association of Australia (CAA). Dr Devereaux was 
the founding Co-President and held many positions within the CAA Board. He saw the big picture and had 
the foresight to see what the profession needed for the benefit of the public to better access their services. 
    Dr Devereaux was awarded the Member of the Order of Australia in 1983 for ‘his services to medicine, especial-
ly in the field of chiropractic in 1983. In 1997 he was awarded Chiropractor of The Year by CAA (NSW) and was 
also awarded a Fellow of the International College of Chiropractors (FICC). In 1999 he was awarded the United 
States of America Federation of Chiropractic Licensing Boards highest award: The Dr George Ardvison Award for 
services to chiropractic licensure and in 2001 he was awarded the Knox Medallion from the Sydney College of 
Chiropractic. The ‘Edwin Devereaux Award’ was struck by the Sydney College of Chiropractic in 2004 in his honour. 
    Dr Edwin Devereaux  was awarded the degree of Doctor of Science (honoris causa) from Macquarie University in 2012.
Ed is survived by his wife Val, his children Phillip, Karen and Linda, many grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

We thank you Ed, for your guidance and your service.  
John Cice

In memoriam - Edwin Phillip Devereaux AM, DC, DO, FICC, FACC

Two new 
projects 

funded by
MtCaRF!

Dr Benjamin Brown 
and his team were 
awarded $12,300 for 
The ScoliScreen Project 
- A reliability and validity 
study. 

and Dr Amber Beynon, 
Dr Michael Swain and 
their team were awarded 
$11,700 for “Young 
patients an chiropractors’ 
observation and analysis 
study” (Young-COAST): A 
feasibility study.

More details on page 2/

The Chiropractic Alumni is back 
with Reunions, and a Seminar on 

How to Transition Patients Back to Health 
details on the array of speakers and topics inside: 



Two new projects funded by MtCaRF
The Chiropractic Alumni is pleased to update you on the exciting progress of the research 
projects funded by the Macquarie Chiropractic Alumni Research Fund (MtCaRF). The vi-

sion of the MtCaRF is to fund the best and emerging leaders in chiropractic research in the Department of Chiropractic at Macquarie University 
so these individuals can develop their research and research capabilities, build pathways and grow research at our leading institution.  Thanks 
to the generosity of donors and the fundraising of The Chiropractic Alumni (tCa), the second round of grants have been awarded to two teams 
of researchers in the Department of Chiropractic at Macquarie University.  Two grants were made possible from MtCaRF.

THE LATEST GRANT ROUND RECIPIENTS:
The ScoliScreen Project - Dr Benjamin Brown and team.  Adolescent idiopathic scoliosis (AIS) if left untreated, can cause pain, postural abnor-
malities, and impact significantly on self-image and quality of life. In severe cases, costly spinal fusion surgery may be required.  If scoliosis can 
be identified early, treatment can prevent progression of the disease.  There are no published data on the effectiveness of the current national 
self-detection program, but anecdotal reports would suggest that there may be a significant number of children and adolescents with scoliosis 
going undetected.
 

With the overarching aim of improving the early detection of AIS, the researchers have teamed up with ScoliCare, a leading company in the 
conservative management of scoliosis in Australia, to investigate the reliability and validity of a web-based application (app) called ScoliScreen 
for the detection of scoliosis in adolescents. The aim of this research project is to assess the reliability and validity of the methods used in the 
app. The ScoliScreen app has the potential to become a new tool for scoliosis screening in Australia, offering a simple, scalable, low-cost, 
user-friendly method of scoliosis screening. But a critical first step is to establish the reliability and validity of this app.  

THE OTHER NEW PROJECT:  Young patients and chiropractors’ observation and analysis study (Young-COAST) - Dr Amber Beynon, Dr 
Michael Swain and team.  While chiropractic services are commonly utilised by young Australians, the role of chiropractic care in the evaluation, 
management, and treatment of young patients remains highly contentious. There is a paucity of high-quality research that both describes the 
clinical characteristics of chiropractic care of young Australians, and the reasons young patients seek chiropractic care. We need to understand 
which young Australians are seeing chiropractors, and why they are seeing chiropractors. This study aims to inform the design and conduct of 
a large-scale health services research project that observes the clinical encounters between chiropractors and young patients.  Once the nature 
of young patient and chiropractor healthcare encounters are established in a definitive study, future effectiveness research can be focused, and 
research evidence can inform ‘best practice’ guidelines and ‘core competencies’ for both graduating and specialising chiropractors.

HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT AND COLLABORATE?
The Department’s future research focus includes: Research infrastructure; Research 
training of current staff; Recruiting excellent higher degree research (HDR) students; 
Fostering academic collaboration; and Fostering industry collaboration.  The Alumni 
encourages all members and graduates to be involved in research. Funding is central 
but reading and staying up to date and helping to disseminate the results helps to 
support the research effort. Collaboration also involves recruiting patients and being 
involved in clinical research whenever you can.  At the moment, the greatest way you 
can support is your continued generous donations.

          Dr Ben Brown          Dr Amber Beynon & 
            Dr Michael Swain

President’s Report:
This edition of Chirobiz makes it clear that The Chiropractic Alumni has returned to face-to-face events and we are so glad to do so.  Your 
alumni association has a had a tough time in the past few years and we are thankful for the persistent loyalty and support from our graduates 
and friends.  

You will read that we have held one graduation event and look forward to second this year.  Our biggest plans and hopes are the Transition 
Back to Health Seminar and reunions next month, as well as raising critically needed funds for The Macquarie Chiropractic Alumni Research 
Fund (MtCaRF).  Our support for this fund, as well as for students and graduates has continued in modified forms during the pandemic and tCa 
has borne the costs of this support.  Above are details of two additional research projects that MtCaRF have funded.  Therefore your generosity 
at this time will be much appreciated and if your membership is due for renewal, your commitment will also provide you and tCa benefits.  

In addition to the annual events, there is much happening in tCa: Mentoring for students and Graduates, webinars for students, the New Grad 
Chiro Catch-up and more.

All are invited to attend the tCa Annual General Meeting on Saturday August 27 at 8.30 am at the Mercure Sydney 818-820 George St, Sydney.

Anthony O’Reilly President.  



The Chiropractic Alumni presents:
Topics in Contemporary Chiropractic Seminar

Integrating - Multidisciplinary - Maximising Health 
and the Annual tCa Reunion Dinner

We have arranged an array of speakers  that include nutritionists, exercise experts, psychologists, researchers, and chiropractors.   We can ad-
vertise that some of the speakers already lined up include dietitian Susie Burrell, chiropractors Taylor Harrison, Bryce Conrad, Angus Steventon, 
researcher Roger Engel and Insomnia Specialist Delwyn Bartlett.  We are excited to present this seminar on a very important and specialised area:  
Our list of presenters and their topics:

Nutrition, Wellbeing & Motivation - Susie Burrell is a dietitian and hold and Honour’s Degree in Psy-
chology as well as a Master’s Degree in Coaching Psychology from Sydney University. She has a great interest in the psychology 
of behavioural change.   She has worked as a clinical dietitian at The Children’s Hospital at Westmead and in private practice as 
well as a sports dietitian working with the St George Illawarra Dragons, Parramatta Eels, Sydney University Rugby and the South 
African Blue Bulls.  Since having twins, she maintained work in her own clinic in Bondi Junction, seeing clients for weight loss, hor-
mone related issues including PCOS and insulin resistance and for sports nutrition.  The other key aspects of her work are in the 
media and working with food industry.  Susie has been the dietitian at Channel 7 Sunrise for 10 years, writing frequently for a range 
of publications including 9honey, Body & Soul & smh.com.au  

Integrating Exercise, Chiropractic & Behavioural Change - Dr. Taylor Harrison is a 
member of the Class of 2004 and has also completed post graduate qualifications in Business, Massage, Fitness, Pregnancy and 
Paediatrics.   Taylor established Active Seniors Health Centre in 2006 which was a clinic which focused exclusively on the needs of 
the over 60 population, primarily exercise, nutrition, posture and movement. There are now 3 clinics across Sydney with Exercise 
Physiology, Chiropractic and Nutrition and they have helped over 10,000 seniors gain greater health during this time. He has also 
written 2 books on the topic of Seniors Health. The clinics have shifted online, with online programs as well as a popular Facebook 

and Youtube channel. During the first lockdown Taylor and Suzy Oglesby ran the worlds largest online seniors exercise class with over 7000 people 
taking part live and reached over a million views.  Dr Harrison established a Charity ‘Giving Health’  which provides health care via a multidisciplinary 
team to people in poverty in the Philippines with a strong focus on Stroke and Diabetes prevention.
 

Multidisciplinary Practice Post Pandemic - Dr Bryce Conrad and Dr Angus Steventon 
Bryce Conrad is a third generation chiropractor and a graduate of the Class of 2002 having previously stidied in Canada.  He found 
early on that the standard approach in the Australian health system involved extreme fragmentation with a lack of integration and 
communication between different disciplines. Chiropractic was somewhere out on the fringe, and so Dr. Conrad became involved 
in leadership in the Chiropractors Association with the goal to change these views and connect health care disciplines together 
for the benefit of patients.  Bryce could not imagine the journey that would take place over the next 17 years. From a small single 

practitioner clinic in Gosford in 2005 to now having 3 multidisciplinary clinics with over 35 clinicians and support staff.  Bryce and his team have worked 
with almost every type of health professional and understand many of the challenges outside the Chiropractic world. 

Angus Steventon is a member of the Class of 1999 moved to the Central Coast of NSW to join friend Dr Bryce Conrad as they pur-
sued setting up Chiropractic in a multi-disciplinary medical setting.  Eventually a $7 million dollar GP SuperClinic was built in West 
Gosford festuring GPs, Medical Imaging, Specialists, Chiropractors, Exercise Physiologists, Physiotherapists, Massage Therapists, 
Psychologists Dietitians, Podiatrists and Acupuncture and many other disciplines.    Angus works with Bryce to run a team of 35 
professionals and staff in their Allied Health section.  Dr Steventon has a keen interest in integrated multidisciplinary patient-centred 
care. He has observed it done well and done poorly. He has observed the phenomenal benefits for patients of this model of care and 
is passionate about helping others to understand the practical principles that underpin how Chiropractors can work in such a setting.

Improving Respiratory Function with Chiropractic & Exercise - Dr. Roger Engel 
is member  of the Class of 1982, was awarded a PhD from Macquarie  and is an Honorary Senior Research Fellow in the De-
partment of Chiropractic with over 30 years clinical experience. He has practised in a variety of settings including urban and rural 
private practice and private and public hospitals, both inside and outside Australia. Dr Engel is an Adjunct Associate Professor with 
SCU and Senior Lecturer with Macquarie University.  Dr Engel researches in the field of chronic respiratory disease, completing a 
PhD in 2012 on the use of manual therapy in managing chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).
 

Getting Patients Back to Sleep - Prof Delwyn Bartlett  is a Clinical Associate Professor at the Central 
Clinical School of Medicine at the University of Sydney.  She is a registered psychologist who has been predominantly working 
in the area of sleep health and psychology since 1993. She treats patients with sleep disorders such as insomnia, sleep apnea, 
and parasomnias as well as depression and anxiety.  She has been involved in sleep research in Australia since 1993. Some of 
her recent roles have included a chief investigator examining the efficacy of a cognitive behavioural therapy (CBT) intervention to 
improve the uptake and adherence to continuous positive airway pressure (CPAP) for individuals with obstructive sleep apnea.

The Venue for the Seminar and Reunion Celebration Night:
Saturday Night is Reunion night for everyone -especially those who missed out in 2020 amd 2021.  It’s time to seize the mement and see your friends 

that you haven’t been able to see for years!  
 We’ve selected The Mercure Sydney as a very central place to gather, learn and enjoy.  818-820 George Street, Sydney



The Chiropractic Alumni presents:  
Topics in Contemporary Chiropractic 

Transition Back to Health Seminar, 11 am
and the Annual tCa Reunion Dinner,  7 pm

 Saturday 27th August 2022
at The Mercure Hotel Sydney, 818-820 George Street

Surname:
First Name: 
Address: 
Suburb:                                            Postcode:
Telephone: (          )                                                         Fax: (          )
Email:   

Seminar Registration Standard Registration @ $260.00 $

Seminar Registration tCa financial members @ $220.00 $

Reunion Dinner @ $120.00 $

Late Registration Fee (After 17 August) @   $20.00 $

Donation to MtCaRF
(The Macquarie Chiropractic Alumni Research Fund)
  $100 r  $250 r  $500 r  $1000 r  $5000 r $

 TOTAL REMITTANCE  $
        
      Special Meal Requirements: ……………………………...…………….

Please make cheques payable to:  The Chiropractic Alumni

Payment by Credit Card (We accept MasterCard & Visa)

Card No: _______  _______  _______  _______  r Visa     rMasterCard          

Name on Card: ……………………………..........  Expiry Date:  ___/___     Amount:  $ …………

Signature:  ………………………………………………

 POSTAL ADDRESS   Direct deposit to:           
 The Chiropractic Alumni   The Chiropractic Alumni Commonwealth Bank Wentworthville
 PO Box 1516    BSB 062 268 A/C: 1020 0524    
 Macquarie Centre NSW 2113  
 Email a copy of Direct Deposit receipt to aoreillly@thechiropracticalumni.org.au with this registration form

 

ORGANISING COMMITTEE
Convenor: Anthony O’Reilly Ph: 0431 611 344   aoreillly@thechiropracticalumni.org.au
Event Manager Kareem Fawal Ph: 0450 355 166   fawal95@hotmail.com
Secretary: Justin Ong Ph: 0466 891 778    justin@thechiropracticalumni.org.au
Treasurer: Danielle Scaltrito Ph: 0416 001 724  Fax:  9798 8769  dscal@tpg.com.au



Congratulations to the 2019 and 2020 graduates of the Macquarie University chiropractic program!

After multiple delays to the graduating ceremonies for the past two years these cohorts were finally able to don the cap and robes to mark 
having completed their chiropractic degree! These graduates had to be patient before they could let their hair down and celebrate.  After a 
somewhat tumultuous first year in clinic practice for the 2019 grads and a more stressful than usual chiropractic internship for the 2020 grads 
it was a genuine pleasure to see so many familiar faces sharing in well-deserved revelry.  

The Chiropractic Alumni deviated from the previous years formal graduation ball for a more intimate setting at the Shelbourne hotel LinQ 
bar on May 6th. The evening was not short of special guests including the wonderful emcee Dr Natasha Allmark, the head of the Macquarie 
university Chiropractic Department Prof. Rosemary Giuriato, The recent head of Chiropractic Australia Prof. Rod Bonello, and many of the 
teaching staff from the Macquarie university chiropractic department. 

The great Dr Chris Burrell presented the graduates with their scrolls containing the Chiropractic Oath, which was then read and led by Dr 
Scott Phillipson and, in perfect harmony, the graduates. Prof. Rosemary gave a lovely speech validating the hard work by those present to 
have overcome all the obstacles to be fully fledged Chiropractors. Prof Rod shared a recount of his life in practice and encouraged us to do 
the right thing by our patients. 

A big thank you to the associations for participating in the evening and presenting Sean Candler with his awards, I believe one or two others 
were recognised for their efforts as well. Dr Aimee Mason presented the award for Student(s) of the Year on behalf of the Australian Chiro-
practors Association to Sean Candler  (2020).  Dr Mike Swain presented the award for Academic Excellence in Work Integrated Learning Unit 
prize on behalf of Chiropractic Australia to Sean Candler and Justine Carson (2020).  Dr Kareem Fawal presented the Ed Devereaux award 
to Dr Antranig Der Tateossian (2019, Dr Hussein Aboudi (2020) (accepted on his behalf by Dr Nicole Loveridge), and Dr Luke Ross (2020).  
Dr. Stephen Esposito presented the Gary Stavrou Award for Manipulative Excellence to Sean Candler (2020).  The Academic Excellence 
Award First Year Masters, also sponsored by the Australian Chiropractors Association by Dr Aimee Mason to Sean Candler (2019) and Dean 
Esposito (2020).

After uncertainty whether our cohorts would even get to walk across the stage to receive our most expensive A4 sheet of paper, a night of 
long overdue catch ups, talking shop, and celebrating our combined efforts was truly appreciated. To be able to dress to the nines and laugh 
with friends, loved ones, and former teachers turned colleagues is a wonderful thing. A very large and earnest thank you to The Chiropractic 
Alumni, including its President Anthony O’Reilly, for organising this event.

To my fellow graduates I wish you the very best in clinical practice and in life, stay groovy. 

Luke Ross
MUCSA Vice-President 2019

The Classes of 2019 and 2020 finally graduate! 


